€itg  of  Boston 


THE 


REVISED  CITY  CHARTER, 


TO  BE  SUBMITTED  TO  THE  CITIZENS, 

FOR  THEIR 

RATIFICATION  OR  REJECTION, 

ON  OR  BEFORE  THE 

SECOND  MONDAY  OF  NOVEMBER, 

1854. 


BOSTON: 

1  8  54. 

J.  H.  EASTBURN,  CITY  PRINTER. 


&  O-CL/i-  j^OHO  I  7  VvjOuvaI  f^k  C© 


In  Common  Council ,  May  18,  1854. 


Ordered ,  That  the  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the 
City  Charter  cause  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  of  the 
“  Revised  City  Charter,”  as  enacted  by  the  Legislature 
of  1854,  to  be  printed  for  distribution  among  the  citi¬ 
zens,  together  with  such  remarks  upon  the  changes 
proposed,  as  they  shall  deem  proper  for  the  explanation 
changes ;  and  also  to  prepare  the  forms  of  the 


Dpositions  in  which  said  Charter  shall  be  submitted 
the  people,  and  report  to  the  City  Council. 

Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

ALEX.  H.  RICE,  President. 


In  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen , 

May  22,  1854. 

Concurred,  and  Alderman  Drake  was  appointed  on 
said  Committee,  in  place  of  Alderman  Frost,  resigned. 


J.  Y.  C.  SMITH,  Mayor. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


In  Common  Council ,  June  29,  1854. 

The  Joint  Special  Committee  on  the  City  Charter, 
who  were  directed  by  an  order  of  the  City  Council 
dated  May  22,  to  take  charge  of  the  printing  and  dis¬ 
tribution  of  copies  of  the  Acts  in  relation  to  the  Char¬ 
ter  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  also  to  report  to  the  City 
Council  a  form  of  Proposition,  whereby  the  same  may 
he  properly  submitted  to  the  people  for  their  ratifica¬ 
tion,  have  attended  to  that  subject,  and  ask  leave  to 

REPOET: 

That  two  Acts  relating  to  the  Charter  of  the  City 
of  Boston  were  passed  by  the  Legislature  on  the 
same  day. 

The  first  and  principal  Act  contains  sixty  five  sec¬ 
tions,  and  is  numbered  chapter  448  of  the  Statutes  of 
1854;  and  it  provides,  among  other  things,  for  the 
election  of  twelve  Aldermen,  upon  one  general  ticket 

The  other  Act,  being  chap.  449  of  the  Statutes  of 
1854,  contains  only  two  sections — the  first  of  which 
provides  for  the  election  of  one  Alderman  hy  the  voters 
of  each  Ward ;  and  the  second  section  provides  that 
said  Act  (chap.  449)  shall  not  go  into  effect  unless 
both  Acts  (chapters  448  and  449)* shall  be  accepted  by 
the  people. 
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Therefore  it  is  essential  that  each  voter  should  de¬ 
clare  his  opinion  on  both  Acts,  and  not  vote  on  one 
alone . 

To  meet  this  state  of  facts,  your  committee  have 
determined  that  the  two  propositions  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  people  on  one  and  the  same  ballot ,  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  form : 

1.  Are  you  in  favor  of  accepting  an  Act  entitled 
“  An  Act  to  revise  the  Charter  of  the  City  of  Boston,” 
passed  April  29,  1854,  (being  chap.  448.) 

Ans.  Yes  or  No. 

2.  Are  you  in  favor  of  accepting  an  Act  entitled 
“  An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  revise  the  Charter  of 
the  City  of  Boston,”  passed  April  29,  1854,  (being 
chap.  449.) 

Ans.  Yes  or  No. 

From  this  it  will  be  perceived  that  those  persons,  who 
are  in  favor  of  electing  the  twelve  Aldermen  on  a  Gen¬ 
eral  Ticket,  will  vote  for  the  first  proposition,  and 
against  the  second  one ;  and 

Those  persons  who  are  in  favor  of  the  election  of 
one  Alderman  in  each  Ward ,  will  vote  in  favor  of  both 
propositions ;  because  from  the  tenor  of  the  last  Act, 
unless  the  first  proposition  be  adopted,  the  latter  cannot 
possess  any  vitality,  notwithstanding  it  receives  an 
unanimous  vote  in  the  affirmative. 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  remarks,  which 
are  appended  to  the  draft  of  the  Revised  Charter,  (being 
City  Doc.,  No.  27,)  so  far  as  they  are  applicable  to  the 
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Acts  herein  mentioned,  be  also  printed  with  said  Acts, 
for  distribution,  to  the  end  that  the  citizens  may  have 
the  benefit  of  all  the  information  possible,  in  relation  to 
so  important  a  subject. 

Your  Committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  order. 

TISDALE  DRAKE, 
PELHAM  BONNEY, 
CALVIN  P.  HINDS. 


Ordered :  That  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  Re¬ 
vised  Charter  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and  of  the  Act  in 
addition  thereto,  also  of  the  foregoing  Report,  and  such 
remarks  explanatory  of  the  Charter,  as  the  Committee 
may  deem  necessary,  be  printed  and  distributed  among 
the  citizens  of  Boston,  the  expense  thereof  to  be  charged 
to  incidental  expenses,  and  miscellaneous  claims. 


In  Common  Council ,  July  6,  1854. 
Passed.  Sent  up  for  concurrence. 

ALEX.  H.  RICE,  President 


In  Board  of  Mayor  and  Aldermen , 

July  10,  1854. 


Passed  in  concurrence. 


J.  V.  C.  SMITH,  Mayor. 


[CHAP.  448.] 


AN  ACT 

TO  REVISE  THE  CHARTER 

OF  THE 

CITY  OF  BOSTON. 


Section  1.  The  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Boston,  for  corporate 
all  the  purposes,  for  which  towns  and  cities  are  by  law  in-  lSu^iTo,  $  1. 
corporated  in  this  Commonwealth,  shall  continue  to  be  one 
body  politic  in  fact  and  in  name,  under  the  style  and 
denomination  of  the  City  of  Boston,  and,  as  such,  shall  have, 
exercise,  and  enjoy,  all  the  rights,  immunities,  powers,  and 
privileges,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  duties  and  obliga¬ 
tions  now  incumbent  upon  and  appertaining  to  said  city  as 
a  municipal  corporation. 

Sect.  2.  The  administration  of  all  the  fiscal,  pruden-  city  Govem- 
tial,  and  municipal  concerns  of  said  city,  with  the  conduct  Js^'uo,  §  i 
and  government  thereof,  shall  be  vested  in  one  principal 
officer,  to  be  styled  the  Mayor,  one  council  of  twelve  per¬ 
sons,  to  be  called  the  Board  of  Aldermen,  and  one  council 
of  forty-eight  persons,  to  be  called  the  Common  Council, 
which  boards,  in  their  joint  capacity,  shall  be  denominated 
the  City  Council,  and  also  in  such  other  boards  of  officers 
as  are  hereinafter  specified. 

Sect.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  City  Council,  and  Division  into 
they  are  empowered  during  the  year  1860,  and  when-  1821, 110,  $2* 
ever  thereafterwards  they  may  deem  it  expedient,  not  lesi’  i67  * 
oftener  than  once  in  ten  years,  to  cause  a  new  division  of 
the  city  to  be  made  into  twelve  wards,  in  such  manner  as  to 
include  an  equal  number  of  voters  in  each  ward,  as  nearly 
as  conveniently  may  be,  consistently  with  well-defined  limits 
to  each  ward;  and  until  such  division  be  made,  the  boun¬ 
dary  lines  of  the  wards  shall  remain  as  now  established. 
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Annual  meeting 
for  the  election 
of  city  officers. 


1854,  ch.  39. 


Certificates  of 
election  to  be 
furnished. 


Commencement 
of  municipal 
year. 

1824,  49,  $  2 


Election  of  ward 
officers. 


Ward  officers  to 
be  sworn. 

1821,  110,  $  3. 
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Sect.  4.  The  annual  meeting  of  citizens  for  the  election 
of  municipal  officers  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  held  on 
the  second  Monday  of  December,  and  the  citizens  of  said 
city,  qualified  to  vote  in  city  affairs,  shall,  for  the  purpose 
of  such  election,  then  meet  together  within  the  wards  in 
which  they  respectively  reside  at*  such  hour  and  place  as 
the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  may  by  their  warrant  direct  and 
appoint,  and  the  person  receiving  the  highest  number  of  • 
votes  for  any  office  shall  be  deemed  and  declared  to  be 
elected  to  such  office  ;  and  whenever  two  or  more  persons 
are  to  be  elected  to  the  same  office,  the  several  persons,  to 
the  number  required  to  be  chosen,  having  the  highest  num¬ 
ber  of  votes,  shall  be  declared  elected. 

*  Sect.  5.  Every  person  so  chosen  in  any  ward  shall, 
within  forty-eight  hours  of  his  election,  be  furnished  by  the 
clerk  with  a  certificate  thereof,  signed  by  the  warden, 
clerk,  and  a  majority  of  the  inspectors,  which  certificate 
shall  be  presumptive  evidence  of  the  title  of  such  person  to 
the  office  therein  mentioned. 

✓ 

Sect.  6.  The  municipal  officers  to  be  chosen  at  the 
annual  election,  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their  respect¬ 
ive  offices  on  the  first  Monday  of  January. 

Sect.  7.  The  qualified  voters  of  said  city  shall,  at  the 
annual  meeting,  choose  by  ballot  one  warden  and  one  clerk 
and  five  inspectors  of  elections  for  each  ward,  who  shall  be 
resident  in  said  ward,  and  who  shall  hold  their  offices  for 
one  year,  and  until  others  shall  be  chosen  and  qualified  in 
their  stead. 

Sect.  8.  The  ward  officers  mentioned  in  the  preceding  s 
section,  shall  respectively  make  oath  faithfully  and  impar¬ 
tially  to  discharge  their  several  duties,  which  oath  may  be 
administered  by  the  clerk  of  such  ward  to  the  warden, 
and  by  the  latter  to  the  clerk  and  inspectors,  or  to  all  of 
said  officers  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk ;  and  a  certificate  thereof  shall  be  entered  in  the 
record  to  be  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  ward. 
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Sect.  9.  In  case  of  the  non-election  of  any  ward  officer  Non-eiection  of 
at  the  annual  meeting,  adjournments  may  be  had  for  the  ward  officerSl 
purpose  of  effecting  such  election,  in  the  same  manner  as  is 
hereinafter  provided  with  regard  to  the  election  of  members 
of  the  common  council. 

Sect.  10.  In  case  of  the  absence  of  any  ward  officer  at  Absence  of  ward 
any  ward  meeting,  such  officer  may  be  chosen  pro  tempore  iSi®  no, § s 
by  hand  vote,  and  shall  have  all  the  powers  and  be  subject  184j>2!/>$3 
to  all  the  duties  of  the  regular  officer  at  such  meeting. 

Sect.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  warden  to  preside  power  and  duty 
at  all  ward  meetings,  with  the  powers  of  moderators  of  town  of  "arden 
meetings.  In  case  of  his  absence,  the  clerk,  and  in  case  of 
the  absence  of  the  clerk,  any  inspector  shall  preside  ac¬ 
cording  to  seniority,  until  a  warden  shall  be  chosen  as  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  preceding  section. 

Sect.  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk  to  make  Duties  of  ward 

"  m  clerk, 

a  fair  and  true  record  and  to  keep  an  exact  journal  of  all  the  1821/110, 5  3 
acts  and  votes  of  citizens  at  the  ward  meetings,  and  to  de¬ 
liver  over  such  records  and  journals,  together  with  other 
documents  and  papers  held  by  him  in  his  said  capacity,  to 
his  successor  in  office. 

Sect.  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  warden  and  in- Duties  of  warden 
spectors  of  each  ward  to  receive,  sort,  and  count,  and  of 
the  warden  to  declare,  all  votes  at  any  election  within  such 
ward. 

Sect.  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  ward  officers  au-  Duties  of  ward 
thorized  to  preside  and  act  at  elections  of  city  officers  to  elections! a11 
attend  and  perform  their  respective  duties,  at  the  times  and  1845’ 217  ’ §  3* 
places  appointed  for  elections  of  any  officers,  whether  of 
the  United  States,  State,  city,  or  wards,  and  to  make  and 
sign  the  regular  returns  of  the  same. 

Sect.  15.  The  qualified  voters  of  said  city  shall,  at  the  Election  of 
annual  meeting,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  for  S^io,  §  5. 
one  able  and  discreet  person,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the 
city,  to  be  mayor  of  said  city  for  the  term  of  one  year. 

All  the  ballots  so  given  in,  in  each  ward,  being  sorted, 
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counted  and  declared,  shall  be  recorded  at  large  by  the 
clerk  in  open  ward  meeting :  and  in  making  such  declara¬ 
tion  and  record  the  whole  number  of  votes  or  ballots  given 
in  shall  be  distinctly  stated,  together  with  the  name  of  every 
person  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  given  for  each 
person  respectively ;  such  numbers  to  be  expressed  in  words 
at  length :  and  a  transcript  of  such  record,  certified  and 
authenticated  by  the  warden,  clerk  and  a  majority  of  the 
inspectors  of  elections  for  each  ward,  shall  forthwith  be 
transmitted  or  delivered  by  such  ward  clerk  to  the  clerk 
of  the  city.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk  forth¬ 
with  to  enter  such  returns,  or  a  plain  and  intelligible  ab¬ 
stract  of  them,  as  they  are  successively  received,  upon  the 
journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  or 
some  other  book  to  be  kept  for  that  purpose. 

Sect.  16.  The  board  of  aldermen  shall,  as  soon  as  con¬ 
veniently  may  be,  within  three  days  of  such  election,  meet 
together  and  examine  all  the  said  returns,  and  they  shall 
■  cause  the  person  who  may  have  been  elected  mayor,  to  be 
notified  in  writing  of  his  election ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  by  , 
said  returns  that  no  person  has  been  elected,  or  if  the  per¬ 
son  elected  shall  refuse  to  accept  the  office,  the  board  shall 
issue  their  warrants  for  a  new  election,  and  the  same  pro¬ 
ceedings  shall  be  had,  as  are  provided  in  the  preceding  , 
section  for  the  choice  of  a  mayor  and  repeated  from  time 
to  time,  until  a  mayor  shall  be  chosen. 

Sect.  IT.  Whenever,  on  examination  by  the  board  of 
aldermen  of  the  returns  of  votes  given  for  mayor  at  the 
meetings  of  the  wards  holden  for  the  purpose  of  electing 
that  officer,  last  preceding  the  first  Monday  of  January,  in 
each  year,  no  person  shall  appear  to  be  chosen,  the  board  of 
aldermen,  by  whom  such  examination  is  made,  shall  make  a 
record  of  that  fact,  an  attested  copy  of  which  record  it  shall  l 
be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk  to  produce  and  read,  on  the  first  j 
Monday  of  January,  in  the  presence  of  the  members  re-  j 
turned  to  serve  as  aldermen  and  common  councilmen ;  and  J 
the  oaths  prescribed  by  law  may  be  administered  to  the  1 
members  elect.  The  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen  3 
shall  thereupon  proceed  to  elect  a  chairman,  and  the  com-  * 
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mon  council  a  president,  in  their  respective  chambers,  and 
being  respectively  organized  they  shall  proceed  to  business 
in  the  manner  hereinafter  provided,  in  case  of  the  absence 
of  the  mayor: — and  the  board  of  aldermen  shall  forth¬ 
with  issue  their  warrants  for  meetings  of  the  citizens  of  the 
respective  wards,  for  the  choice  of  a  mayor,  at  such  time  and 
place  as  they  shall  judge  most  convenient ;  and  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be.  had,  in  all  respects,  as  are  hereinbe¬ 
fore  directed,  and  shall  be  repeated  from  time  to  time,  until 
a  mayor  shall  be  duly  chosen. 

Sect.  18.  Whenever  it  shall  appear,  by  the  regular  re-  proceedings  in 
turns  of  the  elections  of  city  officers,  that  a  mayor  has  ?sacL"°  ™oyr°a 
not  been  chosen,  or  that  a  full  board  of  aldermen  has  not  dermen  is°not' 
been  elected,  such  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  whether  they  $  1. 

constitute  a  quorum  or  not,  as  may  have  been  chosen,  shall 
issue  their  warrant,  in  the  usual  form,  for  the  election  of  a 
mayor,  or  such  members  of  the  board  of  aldermen  as  may 
be  necessary,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  and 
repeated,  until  the  election  of  a  mayor  and  aldermen  shall 
be  completed,  and.  all  vacancies  shall  be  filled  in  the  said 
board ;  and  in  case  neither  a  mayor  nor  any  alderman 
shall  be  elected  at  the  usual  time  for  electing  the  same, 
and  after  the  powers  of  the  former  mayor  and  aldermen 
shall  have  ceased,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  of 
the  common  council,  to  issue  his  warrant,  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  as  the  board  of  aldermen  would  have  done,  if  elected, 
and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  and  repeated,  until 
a  mayor,  or  one  or  more  aldermen,  shall  be  elected. 

Sect.  19.  The  qualified  voters  of  said  city,  shall,  at  Election  of  al- 
the  annual  meeting,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  for  lSI^iio,  $  6. 
twelve  persons,  being  inhabitants  of  said  city,  to  constitute 
the  board  of  aldermen  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  all  the 
votes  so  given,  being  sorted,  counted,  and  declared  by  the 
warden  and  inspectors,  shall  be  recorded  at  large  by  the 
clerk,  in  open  ward  meeting ;  and  in  making  such  declara¬ 
tion  and  record,  the  whole  number  of  votes  or  ballots  given 
in  shall  be  particularly  stated,  together  with  the  name  of 
every  person  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  given  for 
each  person ;  and  a  transcript  of  such  record,  certified  by 
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the  warden  and  clerk,  and  a  majority  of  the  inspectors  of 
each  ward,  shall  forthwith  he  transmitted  to  the  city  clerk; 
whereupon  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had,  to  ascertain 
and  determine  the  persons  chosen  as  aldermen,  as  are 
hereinbefore  directed  in  regard  to  the  choice  of  mayor,  and 
for  a  new  election,  in  case  of  the  whole  number  required 
not  being  chosen  at  the  first  election.  And  each  alderman 
so  chosen  shall  be  duly  notified  in  writing  of  his  election 
by  the  mayor  and  aldermen  for  the  time  being. 

Sect.  20.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  ward  shall,  at 
the  annual  election,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  for 
four  able  and  discreet  men,  being  inhabitants  of  the  ward, 
to  be  members  of  the  Common  Council,  for  the  ensuing  year ; 
and  all  the  ballots  so  given  in,  in  each  ward,  being  sorted, 
counted  and  declared,  a  public  declaration  of  the  result 
shall  be  made  by  the  warden  in  open  ward  meeting ;  and  a 
record  of  such  proceedings  shall  be  kept  by  the  clerk,  in 
his  journal,  stating  particularly  the  whole  number  of  ballots 
given  in,  the  number  necessary  to  make  a  choice,  the  num¬ 
ber  actually  given  for  each  person,  the  whole  to  be  written 
in  words  at  length. 

Sect.  21.  In  case  four  persons  are  not  chosen  at  the 
first  ballotting  in  any  ward,  the  meeting  of  such  ward  shall 
be  adjourned  by  the  presiding  officer,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  such  vacancies,  to  a  period  not  less  than  twenty-four, 
nor  more  than  seventy-two  hours  distant  from  the  hour  when 
the  polls  were  opened  at  the  first  ballotting,  the  time  of  ad¬ 
journment,  within  such  limits,  to  be  determined  by  the 
warden,  with  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  inspectors 
who  may  be  present  when  such  adjournment  is  had  ;  and 
such  notice  shall  be  given  of  the  time  of  such  adjournment, 
and  the  time  the  polls  will  be  kept  open,  as  the  warden 
may  direct ;  and  at  such  adjourned  meeting  a  balloting 
shall  be  opened  for  a  number  of  common  councilmen  suf¬ 
ficient  to  complete  the  number  of  four,  which  shall  be  con¬ 
ducted,  and  its  result  be  declared  and  recorded,  in  the 
same  manner  as  before  prescribed  for  the  first  ballotting. 
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Sect.  22.  In  case  there  shall  still  be  vacancies  in  the  same  subject, 
number  of  common  councilmen  in  any  ward,  adjournments 
of  the  meetings  of  the  citizens  thereof,  for  the  purpose  of 
filling  the  same,  shall  continue  to  be  had  in  the  same  man¬ 
ner  to  periods  not  less  than  twenty-four,  nor  more  than 
seventy-two  hours  distant  from  each  other,  at  all  of  which 
the  hallo tting  shall  be  conducted,  and  the  result  be  declared 
and  recorded  in  the  same  manner  as  before  prescribed, 
until  the  number  of  four  shall  be  duly  chosen.  And*  at  all 
such  adjournments  the  polls  shall  be  kept  open  the  same 
number  of  hours  as  were  required  by  the  original  warrant. 

Sect.  23.  If  at  the  close  of  the  last  legally  adjourned  same  subject, 
meeting  of  any  ward  as  aforesaid  preceding  the  first 
Monday  in  J anuary ,  there  shall  still  he  vacancies  in  the 
number  of  common  councilmen  for  any  ward,  no  further 
adjournment  shall  be  had ;  but  a  record  of  the  fact,  and  of 
the  number  of  such  vacancies,  shall  be  made  by  the  clerk 
of  the  ward  in  his  journal,  signed  therein  by  the  warden, 
clerk,  and  a  majority  of  the  inspectors,  an  attested  copy  of 
which  record  shall  forthwith  be  delivered  by  the  clerk  of  the 
ward  to  the  city  clerk,  who  shall  lay  the  same  before  the 
common  council  at  their  first  meeting  in  January. 


Sect.  24.  The  board  of  aldermen,  the  common  council,  Board  of  Aider 

,  .  .  .  .  .  _  men  ,&c.  to  judge 

and  the  school  committee  shall  have  authority  to  decide  of  elections, 
upon  all  questions  relative  to  the  qualifications,  elections 
and  returns  of  their  respective  members. 


Sect.  25.  Whenever  it  shall  appear  to  the  board  of  vacancies  in 

n  .  1 A  city  or  ward 

aldermen,  that  there  is  a  vacancy,  by  removal  from  the  offices. 

7  .  .  V  J  „  1845,217,  %  2 

city,  or  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  m  the  board  of 
aldermen,  the  common  council,  the  school  committee,  or  in 
any  of  the  city  and  ward  offices,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said 
board  to  issue  their  warrant  in  due  form  to  fill  all  such 
vacancies,  in  each  and  all  of  said  boards  and  offices  at  such 
time  and  place  as  they  may  deem  advisable  ;  and  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  and  adjournments,  if  necessary, 
within  the  same  limits,  as  are  herein  prescribed  for  the 
annual  meeting  for  the  election  of  common  councilmen. 
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But  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  common  council,  and  school 
committee,  such  warrant  shall  not  be  issued,  until  the  board 
of  aldermen  receive  official  information  thereof. 


Removal  of  city  Sect.  26.  All  city  and  ward  officers  shall  be  held  to 

or  ward  officers  • 

froin  their  discharge  the  duties  of  the  offices  to  which  they  have  been 

1845, 217,  $5.  respectively  elected,  notwithstanding  their  removal  after 
their  election  out  of  their  respective  wards,  into  any  other 
wards  of  the  city.  But  they  shall  not  be  so  held  after  they 
have  taken  up  their  permanent  residence  out  of  the  city. 


organization  of  Sect.  27.  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council- 

city  council.  ^  1 

1824’  49Y29'  men>  0n  the  Monday  of  January,  or  before  entering  on 
the  duties  of  their  offices,  shall  respectively  be  sworn,  by 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  oath  of  office,  prescribed 
in  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth,  and  an  oath  to 
support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States.  And  such 
oath  of  office,  oaths  may  be  administered  to  the  mayor  elect,  by  any  one 
of  the  justices  of  the  supreme  judicial  court  or  any  judge  of 
any  court  of  record,  commissioned  to  hold  any  such  court, 
within  the  said  city,  or  by  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk.  And  such  oaths  shall  be  administered 
to  the  aldermen  and  members  of  the  common  council,  by 
the  mayor,  being  himself  first  sworn  as  aforesaid  ;  or  by 
either  of  the  persons  authorized  to  administer  said  oath  to  the 
mayor ;  and  a  certificate  of  such  oaths  having  been  taken 
shall  be  entered  in  the  journal  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen, 
and  of  the  common  council  respectively,  by  their  respective 
clerks. 


Absence  of  Sect.  28.  In  case  of  the  unavoidable  absence  on  ac- 

WTiXS '  count  of  sickness  or  otherwise,  of  the  mayor  elect,  on  the 

first  Monday  in  January,  the  City  Government  shall  orga¬ 
nize  itself  in  the  mode  hereinbefore  provided  in  cases 
wherein  no  person  shall  have  been  elected  mayor  at  the 
meeting  last  preceding  the  first  Monday  in  January,  and 
may  proceed  to  business  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
mayor  were  present. 

Aldermen  to  Sect.  29.  After  the  organization  of  the  city  govern- 
nentschaifmal?  ment  and  the  qualification  of  a  mayor,  and  when  a  quorum 
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of  the  board  of  aldermen  shall  be  present,  said  board,  the 
mayor  presiding,  shall  proceed  to  choose  a  permanent 
•  chairman,  who  shall  preside  at  all  meetings  of  the  board 
and  at  conventions  of  the  two  branches,  in  the  absence  of 
the  mayor ;  arid  in  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
mayor  for  any  cause,  he  shall  exercise  all  the  powers  and 
perform  all  the  duties  of  the  office  as  long  as  such  va¬ 
cancy  shall  continue.  But  he  shall  continue  to  have  a  vote 
in  the  board  and  shall  not  have  the  veto  power. 

Sect.  30.  The  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council 
in  convention  in  the  month  of  January,  shall  choose  a  clerk 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  until  another  person  is  duly 
chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead,  who  shall  be  sworn  to  the 
faithful  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  shall  be 
removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  board  of  aldermen — the 
mayor  thereto  consenting.  He  shall  be  denominated  the 
city  clerk,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  keep  a  journal  of  the 
acts  and  proceedings  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  to  sign  all 
warrants  issued  by  them,  and  to  do  such  other  acts  in  his 
said  capacity,  as  may  lawfully  and  reasonably  be  required 
of  him  ;  and  to  deliver  over  all  journals,  books,  papers, 
and  documents  entrusted  to  him  as  such  clerk,  to  his  suc¬ 
cessor  in  office  immediately  upon  such  successor  being 
chosen  and  qualified  as  aforesaid,  or  whenever  he  may  be 
thereunto  required  by  the  aldermen.  The  city  clerk  thus 
chosen  and  qualified  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers 
and  perform  all  the  duties  now  by  law  belonging  to  him. 

Sect.  31.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  city 
clerk,  from  any  cause,  the  same  shall  be  filled  in  the  man¬ 
ner  provided  in  the  preceding  section. 

Sect.  32.  In  case  of  the  temporary  absence  of  the  city 
clerk,  the  mayor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  board  of  aldermen,  may  appoint  a  city  clerk  pro  tem¬ 
pore. 

Sect.  33.  The  administration  of  police  together  with 
the  executive  powers  of  the  said  corporation  generally,  and 
all  the  powers  formerly  vested  in  the  selectmen  of  the  town 


City  clerk. 
1821,  110,  §  10. 


Vacancy  in  of¬ 
fice  of  city  clerk. 


Absence  of  city 
clerk. 


Powers  and  du 
ties  of  mayor 
and  aldermen. 
1821  ,110,  $  13 
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R.  S.  24,  §  54. 
i  bid  14,  §  29. 


1821,110,  $  11. 


Common  coun¬ 
cil  a  separate 
body. 

1821, 110,  §  11. 


President. 


Clerk. 


Sittings  to  be 
public. 


Quorum. 


Powers  of  city 
council. 

3  821,110,  §  15. 


By-laws. 


of  Boston,  either  by  the  general  laws  of  this  commonwealth, 
by  particular  laws  relative  to  the  powers  and  duties  of  said 
selectmen,  or  by  the  usages,  votes  or  by-laws  of  said  town, 
and  all  the  powers  subsequently  vested  in  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  of  said  city,  as  county  commissioners  or  other¬ 
wise,  shall  be,  and  hereby  are  vested  in  the  board  of  al¬ 
dermen,  as  hereby  constituted,  as  fully  and  amply  as  if  the 
the  same  were  herein  specially  enumerated.  A  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  board  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for 
the  transaction  of  business.  Their  meetings  shall  be  public 
and  the  mayor,  if  present,  shall  preside,  but  without  a  vote. 

Sect.  34.  The  persons  so  chosen  and  qualified,  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  common  council  of  the  said  city,  shall  sit  and 
act  together  as  a  separate  body,  distinct  from  that  of  the 
board  of  aldermen,  except  in  those  cases  in  which  the 
two  bodies  are  to  meet  in  convention  ;  and  the  said  council 
shall  have  power,  from  time  to  time,  to  choose  one  of  their 
own  members  to  preside  over  their  deliberations,  and  to 
preserve  order  therein,  and  also  to  choose  a  clerk,  who  shall 
be  under  oath  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office, 
who  shall  hold  such  office,  during  the  pleasure  of  said  coun¬ 
cil,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  said  council,  when 
the  same  is -in  session,  to  keep  a  journal  of  its  acts,  votes, 
and  proceedings,  and  to  perform  such  other  services,  in  said 
capacity,  as  said  council  may  require.  All  sittings  of  the 
common  council  shall  be  public ;  and  twenty-five  members 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 

Sect.  35.  All  other  powers  heretofore  by  law  vested  in 
the  town  of  Boston,  or  in  the  inhabitants  thereof,  as  a 
municipal  corporation,  or  in  the  city  council  of  the  city  of 
Boston,  shall  be  and  hereby  are  continued  to  be  vested  in 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of  the  said  city 
to  be  exercised  by  concurrent  vote,  each  board  as  hereby 
constituted,  having  a  negative  upon  the  proceedings  of  the 
other,  and  the  mayor  having  a  veto  power  as  hereinafter 
provided.  More  especially  they  shall  have  power  to  make 
all  such  needful  and  salutary  by-laws,  or  ordinances,  not 
inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  as 
towns  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth  have  power  to 


IT 


make  and  establish,  and  to  annex  penalties  not  exceeding 
fifty  dollars,  for  the  breach  thereof,  which  by-laws  and 
ordinances  shall  take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after 
the  time  therein  respectively  limited,  without  the  sanction 
or  confirmation  of  any  court,  or  other  authority  whatsoever. 

Sect.  36.  The  city  council  shall  also  have  power,  from  Assessment  of 
time  to  time,  to  lay  and  assess  taxes  for  all  purposes,  for  1821, 110,  §  15. 
which  towns  are  by  law  required  or  authorized  to  assess 
and  grant  money,  and  also  for  all  purposes  for  which  county 
taxes  may  be  levied  and  assessed,  so  long  as  other  towns  in  1822,85^  ^  ^ 
the  county  shall  not  be  liable  to  taxation  for  county  pur¬ 
poses.  But  in  the  assessment  and  apportionment  of  all 
such  taxes  upon  the  polls  and  estates  of  all  persons  liable 
to  contribute  thereto,  the  same  rules  and  regulations  shall 
be  observed  as  are  now  established  by  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth,  or  may  be  hereafter  enacted,  relative  to  the 
assessment  and  apportionment  of  town  taxes. 


Sect.  37.  The  said  city  council  shall  also  have  power  collection  of 
to  provide  for  the  assessment  and  collection  of  such  taxes,  isn^no,  $  15. 
and  to  make  appropriations  of  all  public  moneys,  and  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  disbursement  thereof,  and  take  suitable  meas¬ 
ures  to  ensure  a  just  and  prompt  account  thereof ;  and  for  Assessors  to  be 

J  .  r  1  .  chosen. 

these  purposes,  may  either  elect  such  assessors,  and  assist¬ 
ant  assessors,  as  may  be  needful,  or  provide  for  the  appoint¬ 
ment  or  election  of  the  same,  or  any  of  them,  by  the  mayor 
and  aldermen,  or  by  the  citizens,  as  in  their  judgment  may 
be  most  conducive  to  the  public  good,  and  may  also  require 
of  all  persons  entrusted  with  the  collection,  custody,  or  dis¬ 
bursement  of  public  moneys,  such  bonds  with  such  condi-  Bonds,  &c.,  may 

,  .  ,  .  be  required. 

tions  and  such  sureties,  as  the  case  may  m  their  judgment 
require. 

Sect.  38.  The  city  council  may  provide  for  the  ap- city  council  may 
pointment  or  election  of  all  necessary  officers,  for  the  good  Spppdntmen/ol 
government  of  said  city,  not  otherwise  provided  for,  and  may  SS  °55®"ie. 
prescribe  their  duties,  and  fix  their  compensation,  and  may 
choose  a  register  of  deeds,  whenever  the  city  shall  be  One  Register  of 

0  5  J  deeds. 

county. 
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Care  and  custody 
of  city  property. 
1821, 110,  $  16. 


Power  to  pur¬ 
chase  property. 


Board  of  health. 
1821, 110,  §  17. 
1849,  211,  §  1. 

12  Pick.  184. 


Surveyors  of 
highways. 


City  treasurer. 
1821, 110,  §  18. 

R.  S.  14,  $  47. 


Members  of 
city  council 
ineligible  to 
other  offices. 
1821,  110,  $21. 
ibid,  110,  $  22. 
1851,  70. 
ante,  $  42. 


Sect.  39.  The  city  council  shall  have  the  care  and 
superintendence  of  the  public  buildings,  and  the  care,  cus¬ 
tody,  and  management  of  all  the  property  of  the  city,  with 
power  to  lease  or  sell  the  same,  except  the  Common  and 
Faneuil  Hall.  And  the  said  city  council  shall  have  power 
to  purchase  property,  real  or  personal,  in  the  name,  and 
for  the  use  of  the  city,  whenever  its  interest  or  convenience 
may  in  their  judgment  require  it. 

Sect.  40.  All  the  power  and  authority  now  by  law 
vested  in  the  city  council  or  in  the  board  of  mayor  and  al¬ 
dermen  relative  to  the  public  health  and  the  quarantine  of 
vessels,  shall  continue  to  be  vested  in  the  city  council,  to 
be  carried  into  execution  by  the  appointment  of  one  or 
more  health  commissioners ;  or  in  such  other  manner  as  the 
health,  cleanliness,  comfort,  and  order  of  the  city  may,  in 
their  judgment,  require,  subject  to  such  alterations  as  the 
legislature  may  from  time  to  time  adopt.  The  powers 
and  duties  above  named,  may  be  exercised  and  carried  into 
effect  by  the  city  council,  in  any  manner  which  they  may  pre¬ 
scribe,  or  through  the  agency  of  any  persons  to  whom  they 
may  delegate  the  same,  notwithstanding  a  personal  exer¬ 
cise  of  the  same,  collectively  or  individually,  is  prescribed 
by  previous  legislation ;  and  the  city  council  may  constitute 
either  branch,  or  any  committee  of  their  number,  whether 
joint  or  separate,  the  board  of  health  for  all,  or  for  particu¬ 
lar  purposes. 

Sect.  41.  The  board  of  aldermen  shall  be  surveyors  of 
highways  for  said  city. 

Sect.  42.  The  city  council  shall,  in  the  month  of 
May,  meet  together  in  convention  and  elect  a  suitable  per¬ 
son  to  be  the  treasurer  of  said  city,  who  shall  also  be 
county  treasurer ;  and  who  shall  hold  his  office  until  his 
successor  is  chosen  and  qualified  in  his  stead. 

Sect.  43.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  any  office,  the 
salary  of  which  is  payable  out  of  the  city  treasury,  who,  at 
the  time  of  his  appointment,  shall  be  a  member  of  either 
the  board  of  aldermen  or  tne  common  council ;  and  neither 
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the  major,  or  any  alderman,  or  member  of  the  common 
council,  shall  at  the  same  time  hold  any  office  of  emolument 
under  the  city  government. 

Sect.  44.  In  the  month  of  October,  in  each  year,  the  Representatives 
•  city  government  shall  meet  in  convention  and  determine  the 
number  of  representatives  which  it  may  be  expedient  for  * 
the  corporation  to  send  to  the  general  court  in  the  ensuing 
year,  within  its  constitutional  limits,  and  to  publish  such 
determination,  which  shall  be  conclusive ;  and  the  number 
thus  determined  shall  be  specified  in  the  warrant  calling  a 
meeting  for  the  election  of  representatives. 

Sect.  45.  The  mayor  of  the  city,  chosen  and  qualified  compensation  of 

v  */  '  a  th©  msyor 

as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  taken  and  deemed  to  be  1821,  no,  $  12. 
the  chief  executive  officer  of  said  corporation ;  and  he  shall 
be  compensated  for  his  services  by  a  salary,  to  be  fixed 
by  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  council,  in  con¬ 
vention  assembled,  payable  at  stated  periods  ;  which  salary 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  annually, 
and  he  shall  receive  no  other  compensation  or  emoluments 
whatever ;  and  no  regulations  enlarging  or  diminishing  such 
compensation  shall  be  made,  to  take  effect  until  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  the  year,  for  which  the  mayor  then  in  office,  shall 
have  been  elected,  and  said  salary  when  fixed  shall  continue 
until  changed  by  the  city  council  as  aforesaid. 

Sect.  46.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  be  vigi-  His  powers  and 
lant  and  active  at  all  times,  in  causing  the  laws  for  the  i82q  iio,  $  12. 
government  of  said  city  to  be  duly  executed  and  put  in 
force  ;  to  inspect  the  conduct  of  all  subordinate  officers  in 
the  government  thereof,  and  as  far  as  may  be  in  his  power 
to  cause  all  negligence,  carelessness,  and  positive  violation 
of  duty  to  be  duly  prosecuted  and  punished.  He  shall  have 
power,  whenever  in  his  judgment,  the  good  of  said  city  may 
require  it,  to  summon  meetings  of  the  board  of  aldermen 
and  common  council,  03c  either  of  them,  although  the  meet¬ 
ing  of  said  boards  may  stand  adjourned  to  a  more  distant 
day,  and  shall  cause  suitable  notice  in  writing  of  such 
meetings  to  be  given  to  the  respective  members  of  said 
boards.  And  he  shall,  from  time  to  time,  communicate  to 


/ 


20 


both  branches  of  the  city  council  all  such  information,  and 
recommend  all  such  measures  as  may  tend  to  the  improve¬ 
ment  'of  the  finances,  the  police,  health,  security,  cleanli¬ 
ness,  comfort  and  ornament  of  the  said  city. 

Veto  power  of  Sect.  47.  Every  ordinance,  order,  resolution  or  vote, 

the  mayor.  ^  ^he  concurrence  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  and 

of  the  common  council  may  be  necessary  (except  on  a 
question  of  convention  of  the  two  branches)  and  every 
order  of  either  branchy  involving  the  expenditure  of  money, 
shall  be  presented  to  the  mayor  ;  if  he  approve  thereof  he 
shall  signify  his  approbation  by  signing  the  same,  but  if  not 
he  shall  return  the  same  with  his  objections,  to  the  branch 
in  which  it  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections  of  the 
mayor  at  large  on  their  records,  and  proceed  to  reconsider 
said  ordinance,  order,  resolution,  or  vote,  and  if  after  such 
reconsideration,  two-thirds  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  or 
common  council,  notwithstanding  such  objections,  agree  to 
pass  the  same,  it  shall,  together  with  the  objections,  be  sent 
to  the  other  branch  of  the  city  council,  (if  it  originally 
required  concurrent  action)  where  it  shall  also  be  reconsid¬ 
ered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
it  shall  be  in  force  ;  but  in  all  cases  the  vote  shall  be  deter¬ 
mined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  if  such  ordinance,  order, 
resolution,  or  vote  shall  not  be  returned  by  the  mayor 
within  ten  days  after  it  shall  have  been  presented,  the 
same  shall  be  in  force.  But  the  veto  power  of  the  mayor 
shall  not  extend  to  the  election  of  officers  required  by 
any*  law  or  ordinance  to  be  chosen  by  the  city  council  in 
convention,  or  by  concurrent  action,  unless  expressly  so 
provided  therein. 

same  subject.  Sect.  48.  In  all  cases  where  anything  is  or  may  be 
required  or  authorized  by  any  law  or  ordinance  to  be  done  by 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  the  board  of  aldermen  shall  first 
act  thereon,  and  any  order,  resolution  or  vote  of  said  board 
shall  be  presented  to  the  mayor  for  his  approval,  in  the 
manner  provided  in  the  preceding  section. 


Mayor  to  ap-  Sect.  49.  In  all  cases  wherein  appointments  to  office 
consent  of  &7de£  are  directed  to  be  made  by  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  they 
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shall  be  made  by  the  mayor  by  and  with  the  advice  and 

consent  of  the  aldermen,  and  such  officers  may  be  re- ^yer  of  remo- 

moved  by  the  mayor. 

Sect.  50.  In  the  case  of  the  decease,  inability,  ab-  vacancy  in  the 

7  i  •  office  of  may°r- 

sence  or  resignation  of  the  mayor,  and  whenever  thv^e  is  a 
vacancy  in  the  office  from  any  cause,  and  the  same  being 
declared,  and  a  vote  passed  by  the  aldermen  and  common 
council  respectivelv,  declaring  such  cause  and  the  expedi¬ 
ency  of  electing  a  mayor  for  the  time  being,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  thus  occasioned,  the  board  of  aldermen  shall  issue 
their  warrants  in  due  form  for  the  election  of  a  mayor, 
and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  hereinbefore 
provided  for  the  choice  of  a  mayor. 

Sect.  51.  All  boards,  and  officers,  acting  under  the  Accountability 
authority  of  the  said  corporation,  and  entrusted  with  the  officers  for  Pub- 
expenditure  of  public  money,  shall  be  accountable  therefor  i82™  iiof$  20. 
to  the  , city  council,  in  such  manner  as  they  may  direct,  and 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  council  to  publish  and  dis¬ 
tribute,  annually,  for  the  information  of  the  citizens,  a  par-  Annual  financial 
ticular  statement  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all 
public  moneys,  and  a  particular  statement  of  all  city  prop¬ 
erty. 

Sect.  52.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  ward  shall,  at  Election  of  over- 

A  ....  seers  of  the  poor 

the  annual  meeting,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  1821, 110,  $  19. 
for  one  able  and  discreet  person,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the 
ward,  to  be  an  overseer  of  the  poor,  and  thereupon  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  as  are  before  directed  in  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  members  of  the  common  council.  And  the  persons 
thus  chosen,  shall  together  constitute  the  board  of  overseers  Their  powers 
for  said  city,  and  shall  continue  to  have  all  the  powers,  and  and  duties* 
be  subject  to  all  the  duties,  now  by  law  appertaining  to  the 
overseers  of  the  poor,  of  the  city  of  Boston,  until  the  same 
shall  be  altered  or  qualified  by  the  legislature. 

Sect.  53.  The  school  committee  shall  consist  of  the  The  school 
mayor  of  the  city,  the  president  of  the  common  council,  and  1. 

of  the  persons  hereinafter  mentioned.  A  majority  of  the 


22, 


persons  duly  elected  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  business ;  and  at  all  meetings  of  the  board, 
the  major,  if  present,  shall  preside. 

same  subject.  Sect.  54.  At  the  annual  election  next  after  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  this  act,  the  qualified  voters  of  each  ward  shall  be 
called  upon  to  give  in  their  ballots  for  six  inhabitants  of  the 
ward,  to  be  members,  of  the  school  committee ;  and  the 
two  persons  who  receive  the  highest  number  of  votes,  or  in 
case  more  than  two  receiye  an  equal  number  of  votes,  the 
two  persons  who  are  senior  bj  age  shall  hold  their  office  for 
three  years  from  the  second  Monday  in  January  next  ensu¬ 
ing,  and  the  next  two  persons  who  receive  the  highest  num¬ 
ber  of  votes,  or  who  are  senior  by  age  in  the  contingency 
aforesaid,  shall  hold  their  office  for  two  years  from  said 
date,  and  the  two  other  persons  shall  hold  their  office  for 
one  year  from  said  date  ;  and  at  every  subsequent  annual 
election,  two  persons  shall  be  chosen  in  each  ward,  to  be 
members  of  the  school  committee  for  the  term  of  three 
years. 

Organization  of  Sect.  55.  The  persons  so  chosen,  as  members  of  the 
mittee.  school  committee,  shall  meet  and  organize  on  the  second 

Monday  of  January,  at  such  hour  as  the  mayor  may  ap- 
secretary  and  point.  They  may  choose  a  secretary  and  such  subordinate 
officers.  officers  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  and  shall  define 

their  duties,  and  fix  their  respective  salaries. 

Powers  and  du-  Sect.  56.  The  said  committee  shall  have  the  care  and 

ties  of  school 

commutee^  ^  management  oi  the  public  schools,  and  may  elect  all  such 
instructors  as  they  may  deem  proper,  and  remove  the  same 
whenever  they  consider  it  expedient.  And  generally  they 
shall  have  all  the  powers,  in  relation  to  the  care  and 
management  of  the  public  schools,  which  the  selectmen 
of  towns  or  school  committees  are  authorized  by  the  laws 
of  this  commonwealth  to  exercise. 

Qualifications  of  Sect.  57.  Every  male  citizen  of  twenty-one  years  of 

dpareiecUons’  age  and  upwards,  excepting  paupers,  and  persons  under 
«  1821,  no,  $  8.  guardianship,  who  shall  have  resided  within  the  common¬ 
wealth  one  year  and  within  the  city  six  months  next  pre- 
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ceding  any  meeting  of  citizens,  either  in  wards,  or  in  gen¬ 
eral  meeting,  for  municipal  purposes,  and  who  shall  have 
paid  by  himself  or  his  parent,  master,  or  guardian,  any 
state  or  county  tax,  which,  within  two  years  next  preceding 
such  meeting,  shall  have  been  assessed  upon  him,  in  any 
town  or  district  in  this  commonwealth,  and  also  every  citi¬ 
zen  who  shall  be,  by  law,  exempted  from  taxation,  and  who 
shall  be  in  all  other  respects  qualified  as  above  mentioned, 
shall  have  a  right  to  vote  at  such  meeting,  and  no  other 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  meeting. 

Sect.  58.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  alder-  Mayor  and  aider- 

.  .  0  men  to  make 

men,  prior  to  every  election  of  city  officers,  or  ot  any  lists  of  voters 

’  1  J  ^  7  _  •  i  Prior  t0  every 

office?  or  officers  under  the  government  oi  the  united  election. 

o  1821  110  m  24# 

States  or  of  this  commonwealth,  to  make  out  lists  of  all 

the  citizens  of  each  ward  qualified  to  vote  in  such  election, 

in  the  manner  in  which  selectmen  and  assessors  of  towns 

are  required  to  make  out  similar  lists  of  voters,  and  for 

that  purpose  they  shall  have  free  access  to  the  assessors’ 

books  and  lists,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  aid  and  assistance 

of  all  assessors,  assistant  assessors,  and  other  officers  of  said 

city.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board  of  aldermen 

to  deliver  such  list  of  the  voters  in  each  ward,  so  prepared 

and  corrected,  to  the  clerk  of  said  ward,  to  be  used  by  the 

warden  and  inspectors  thereof  at  such  election ;  and  no 

person  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  at  such  election,  whose  name 

is  not  borne  on  such  list.  And  to  prevent  all  frauds  and 

mistakes  in  such  elections,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspec-  inspectors  to  ai- 

tors,  in  each  ward,  to  take  care  that  no  person  shall  vote  at  vote  whose 

such  election,  whose  name  is  not  so  borne  on  the  list  of  onTheiist. 

voters,  and  to  cause  a  mark  to  be  placed  against  the  name 

of  each  voter  on  such  list,  at  the  time  of  giving  in  his  vote. 

And  the  city  council  shall  have-  authority  to  establish  such 
rules  and  regulations,  as  to  making  out,  publishing,  and 
using  such  lists  of  qualified  voters,  as  they  shall  deem 
proper,  not  inconsistent  with  the  constitution  and  laws  of 
the  commonwealth. 

Sect.  59.  All  elections  for  governor,  lieutenant  gov-  ®S°and0fstate 
ernor,  senators,  representatives,  representatives  to  congress,  $23> 

and  all  other  officers,  who  are  to  be  chosen  and  voted  for  R  s*  |»  |  Jh18 


24 


Examination 
and  return  of 
votes. 


Certificate. 


Separate  lists  of 
votes  for  govern¬ 
or,  &c.,  to  be 
transmitted  to 
the  secretary  or 
to  sheriffs. 

R.  S.  5,  $  1. 


Votes  for  elec¬ 
tors  of  president 
&c.,  how  and 
when  to  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the 
secretary. 

1844, 167,  $  1. 


by  the  people,  shall  be,  held  at  meetings  of  the  citizens 
qualified  to  vote  in  such  elections,  in  their  respective  wards, 
at  the  time  fixed  by  law  for  those  elections  respectively. 
And  at  such  meetings,  all  the  votes  given  in,  being  col¬ 
lected,  sorted,  counted,  and  declared  by  the  inspectors  of 
elections,  in  each  ward,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  clerk 
of  such  ward  to  make  a  true  record  of  the  same,  specify¬ 
ing  therein  the  whole  number  of  ballots  given  in,  the  name 
of  each  person  voted  for,  and  the  number  of  votes  for  each, 
expressed  in  words  at  length.  And  a  transcript  of  such 
record,  certified  by  the  warden,  clerk,  and  a  majority  of  the 
inspectors  of  elections  in  such  ward,  shall  forthwith  be 
transmitted  or  delivered  by  each  ward  clerk  to  the  ^lerk  of 
the  city.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  city  clerk  forth¬ 
with  to  enter  such  returns,  or  a  'plain  and  intelligible  ab¬ 
stract  of  them,  as  they  are  successively  received,  in  the 
journals  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  or 
in  some  other  book  kept  for  that  purpose.  And  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  board  of  aldermen  to  meet  together 
within  two  days  after  every  such  election,  and  examine  and 
compare  all  the  said  returns,  and  thereupon  to  make  out  a 
certificate  of  the  result  of  such  election,  to  be  signed  by 
a  majority  of  the  aldermen,  and  also  by  the  city  clerk, 
which  shall  be  transmitted,  delivered  or  returned  in  the 
same  manner  as  similar  returns  are  by  law  directed  to 
be  made  by  the  selectmen  of  towns ;  and  such  certifi¬ 
cates  and  returns  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  in  all 
respects,  as  like  returns  of  similar  elections  made  by  the 
selectmen  of  towns.  At  the  election  of  governor,  lieuten¬ 
ant  governor,  and  senators,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  to  make  and  seal  up  separate  lists  of 
persons  Voted  for  as  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  and  sen¬ 
ators  of  the  commonwealth,  with  the  number  of  votes  for 
each  person,  written  in  words  at  length  against  his  name, 
and  to  transmit  said  lists  to  the  secretary  of  the  common¬ 
wealth  or  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county.  The  bo.  rd  of 
aldermen  shall  within  three  days  next  after  the  •  day  of 
any  election  of  electors  of  president  and  vice  president 
of  the  United  States,  held  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  this 
commonwealth,  or  of  the  United  States,  deliver,  or 


cause  to  be  delivered  the  lists  of  votes  therefor,  sealed  up, 
to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  the  said  sheriff  shall  within 
four  days  after  receiving  said  lists,  transmit  the  same  to  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  or  the  said 
aldermen  may,  and  when  the  office  of  sheriff  is  vacant, 
they  shall  themselves  transmit  the  said  lists  to  the  said 
office  within  seven  days  after  the  election,  and  all  votes 
not  so  transmitted  shall  be  rejected.  In  all  elections  for  ^se^eprlsenta- 
representatives  to  the  general  court,  in  case  the  whole  ^oesse^e  not 
number  proposed  to  be  elected  shall  not  be  chosen  accord¬ 
ing  to  law  by  the  votes  legally  returned,  the  board  of 
aldermen  shall  forthwith  issue  their  warrant  for  a  new  elec¬ 
tion,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  common¬ 
wealth,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  all 
respects  as  are  hereinbefore  directed ;  and  in  case  of  no  proceedings  in 
choice  being  made  of  representatives  to  Congress,  in  either  S  Jf  repreesen- 
district,  of  which  the  city  of  Boston  composes  a  part,  or  gST  °  °n 
in  case  of  any  vacancy  happening  in  said  districts,  or  R‘ s'  ch‘ 6’  $  9' 
either  of  them,  the  governor  shall  cause  precepts  for  new 
elections,  to  be*  directed  to  the  board  of  aldermen  of  said 
city,  as  often  as  occasion  shall  require ;  and  such  new  elec¬ 
tions  shall  be  held,  and  all  proceedings  thereon  had,  and 
returns  made  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing  provisions. 

Sect.  60.  General  meetings  of  the  citizens,  qualified  to  General  meet- 
vote  in  city  affairs,  may  from  time  to  time  be  held  to  con-  zens.°f  the  Cltl 
suit  upon  the  common  good,  to  give  instructions  to  their  1821’ 110’ $  2°‘ 
representatives,  and  to  take  all  lawful  measures  to  obtain  a 
redress  of  any  grievances,  according  to  the  right  secured 
to  the  people  by  the  constitution  of  this  commonwealth. 

And  such  meetings  shall  and  may  be  duly  warned  by  the 
board  of  aldermen,  upon  the  requisition  of  fifty  qualified 
voters  of  said  city.  The  mayor,  if  present  shall  preside, 
and  the  city  clerk  shall  act  as  the  clerk  of  such  meetings. 

Sect.  61.  All  warrants  for  the  meetings  of  the  citizens,  Warrantg  for 
for  municipal  purposes  to  be  had  either  in  general  meetings  “JJJd  bythe* 
or  in  wards,  shall  be  issued  by  the  board  of  aldermen,  JJJjJ ofa,der* 
and  in  such  form,  and  shall  be  served,  executed,  and  re-  l821>  110>  $  26* 
turned  at  such  time,  and  in  such  manner  as  the  city  council 
may,  by  any  by-law  or  ordinance  direct  and  appoint. 
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Power  of  legisla-  SECT.  62. 

Hire  to  alter  the 

construed  as  to 

1821,  110,  $  30. 

amending  or  altering  the  same,  whenever  they  shall  deem 


Nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  so 
restrain  or  prevent  the  legislature  from 


Repeal  of  first 
charter. 

Proviso. 


it  expedient. 


Sect.  63.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with 
this  act,  are  hereby  repealed.  Provided  however,  that 
the  repeal  of  the  said  acts  shall  not  affect  any  act  done, 
or  any  right  accruing  or  accrued,  or  established,  or  any  suit 
or  proceeding  had  or  commenced  in  any  civil  case,  before 
the  time  when  such  repeal  shall  take  effect.  And  that  no 
offence  committed,  and  no  penalty  or  forfeiture  incurred 
under  the  acts  hereby  repealed,  and  before  the  time  when 
such  repeal  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  affected  by  the  repeal. 
And  that  no  suit  or  prosecution  pending  at  the  time  of  the 
said  repeal,  for  any  offence  committed,  or  for  the  recovery 
of  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  incurred  under  the  acts  hereby 
repealed,  shall  be  affected  by  such  repeal ;  and  provided 
also,  that  all  persons,  who,  at  the  time  when  the  said  repeal 
shall  take  effect,  shall  hold  any  office  und^er  the  said  acts 
shall  continue  to  hold  the  same  according  to  the  tenure 
thereof.  And  provided  also,  that  all  the  by-laws  and  ordi¬ 
nances  of  the  city  of  Boston,  which  shall  be  in  force  at  the 
time  when  the  said  repeal  shall  take  effect,  shall  continue 
in  force  until  the  same  are  repealed  by  the  city  council. 
And  all  officers  elected  under  such  by-laws  and  ordinances, 
shall  continue  in  office  according  to  the  tenure  thereof. 


Repeal  not  to  re¬ 
vive  other  acta. 


Sect.  64.  No  act  which  has  been  heretofore  repealed 
shall  be  revived  by  the  repeal  of  the  acts  mentioned  in  the 
preceding  section. 


Act  to  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the 
citizena. 


Sect.  65.  This  act  shall  be  void  unless  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Boston,  at  a  legal  meeting,  called  for  that 
purpose,  by  a  written  vote,  determine  to  adopt  the  same  ; 
and  the  qualified  voters  of  the  city  shall  be  called  upon  to 
give  in  their  votes  upon  the  acceptance  of  this  act,  at 
meetings  in  the  various  wards  duly  warned  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen,  to  be  held  on  or  before  the  second  Monday  of  No 
vember ;  and  thereupon  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had 
respecting  the  sorting,  counting,  declaring,  recording  and 
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returns  of  said  votes  as  is  herein  provided  at  the  election 
of  mayor ;  and  the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen  shall 
within  three  days,  meet  together  and  compare  the  returns 
of  the  ward  officers,  and  if  it  appear  that  the  citizens 
have  voted  to  adopt  this  act,  the  mayor  shall  make  procla¬ 
mation  of  the  fact,  and,  thereupon,  the  act  shall  take  effect 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  municipal  officers  at  the  next 
annual  election,  and  for  all  other  purposes  it  shall  take 
effect  on  and  after  the  first  Monday  of  J anuary  next. — 
[Approved  April  29,  1854.] 


[Chap.  449.] 

An  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  revise  the  Charter  of  the 
City  of  Boston. 

Be  it  enacted ,  $ c .,  as  follows : 

Sect.  1.  The  qualified  voters  of  each  ward  shall,  at  Election  of  ai- 
the  annual  election,  be  called  upon  to  give  in  their  votes  wards!1  by 
for  one  able  and  discreet  man,  being  an  inhabitant  of  the 
ward,  to  be  a  member  of  the  board  of  aldermen  for  the 
ensuing  year ;  and  all  the  ballots  so  given  in,  in  each  ward, 
being  sorted,  counted,  and  declared,  a  public  declaration  of 
the  result  shall  be  made  by  the  warden  in  open  meeting, 
and  a  record  of  such  proceedings  shall  be  kept  by  the 
clerk,  in  his  journal,  stating  particularly  the  whole  number 
of  ballots  given  in,  and  the  number  actually  given  for  each 
person,  the  whole  to  be  written  in  words  at  length.  In 
case  no  person  is  chosen  at  the  first  ballot  at  the  said 
meeting,  adjournments  shall  be  had  for  the  purpose  of  ef¬ 
fecting  such  election,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  hereinafter 
provided  with  regard  to  the  election  of  members  of  the 
common  council. 

Sect.  2.  This  act  shall  be  submitted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Boston  for  their  acceptance  or  rejection,  at 
the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner  with  the  act  to 
which  it  is  in  addition ;  and  if  both  of  the  said  acts  shall 
be  accepted  by  the  said  inhabitants,  the  first  section  of  this 
act  shall  be  substituted  for  and  take  the  place  of  section 
nineteen  in  said  first  mentioned  act,  which  provides  for  the 
election  of  aldermen.  [Approved  April  29,  1854.] 


NOTES  AND  REMARKS 


* 

UPON  THE  VARIOUS  SECTIONS. 


The  subject  of  revising  the  City  Charter  has  been  agitat¬ 
ed  for  a  long  time,  and  the  necessity  of  such  a  course  is 
generally  admitted.  During  the  present  year  a  joint  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  City  Council  having  been  appointed,  a  careful 
draft  of  the  proposed  charter  was  by  them  presented  to  the 
City  Council.  It  was  read  in  both  branches,  variously 
amended,  and  was  presented  to  the  Committee  of  the  Legis¬ 
lature  to  whom  the  subject  had  been  referred.  Here  it 
was  also  examined  with  much  care,  and  was,  after  some  al¬ 
terations,  reported  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  After 
passing  through  the  usual  stages  it  became  a  law,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  citizens.  It  will  thus  be  seen,  that, 
whatever  defects  there  may  be  found  in  the  new  charter, 
they  have  not  been  for  want  of  care  on  the  part  of  those  who 
have  had  the  subject  in  charge  ;  and  it  will  probably  be  ad¬ 
mitted  that  errors  are  as  likely  to  occur  in  any  future  attempt 
to  revise  the  charter  as  to  exist  in  the  present  draft. 

It  is  thought  expedient,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  examin¬ 
ation  of  the  various  provisions  of  the  proposed  charter,  to 
point  out  in  this  place  the  difference  between  the  several 
sections  of  the  present  and  of  the  proposed  charter.  It  will 
be  seen  that  considerable  labor  has  been  devoted  to  the  pre¬ 
paration  of  the  marginal  notes  to  the  preceding  sections, 
which  contain  references  to  the  various  statutes  which  have 
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been  revised.  These  will  be  found  to  be  very  useful,  here¬ 
after,  in  case  the  new  charter  is  adopted.  It  will  be  observ¬ 
ed  also,  that  the  proposed  charter  is  divided  into  a  greater 
number  of  sections  than  the  old.  This  is  more  in  conso¬ 
nance  with  the  modern  form  of  legislation  and  is  much  more 
convenient  for  reference.  It  should  be  recollected  that  the 
charter  as  printed  in  the  volume  of  Revised  Ordinances  is 
rather  a  digest  than  a  copy  of  the  present  charter.  The 
original  charter  had  been  altered  in  so  many  respects,  that  it 
was  thought  best,  by  the  compiler  of  that  volume,  to  re-write 
the  whole,  inserting  the  various  amendments  where  they  be¬ 
long  and  altering  the  language  of  the  charter  to  conform  to 
the  alterations  made  by  more  recent  legislation.  On  this  ac¬ 
count,  the  numbering  of  the  sections  is  changed,  but  the 
number  of  the  sections  of  the  charter  as  originally  enacted 
will  always  be  found  in  the  margin  to  each  section  ;  and  the 
charter  itself  and  all  the  subsequent  laws,  just  as  they  were 
enacted,  will  be  found  in  the  appendix  to  the  ordinances, 
commencing  at  page  452.  -In  revising  the  charter  the  com¬ 
mittee  made  free  use  of  the  revision  proposed  in  1841. 

Without  further  remarks  we  will  now  proceed  to  point  out 
the  principal  alterations  which  are  proposed. 

Section  1.  This  section  is  the  same  as  the  present  char¬ 
ter  except  changing  the  word  “  town  ”  to  “  city.” 

v  Sect.  2.  This  is  substantially  the  same  as  a  portion  of 
section  1st,  of  the  present  charter,  except  that  the  number  of 
aldermen  is  increased  to  twelve. 

Sect.  3.  This  section  is  founded  on  the  present  city 
charter,  section  2,  and  on  the  Act  of  1850,  ch.  167,  with 
such  modifications  as  are  neqessary  to  meet  the  present  pro¬ 
posed  changes.  By  the  second  section  of  the  city  charter, 
power  was  given  to  the  city  council  to  alter  the  divisions  of 
wards,  made  by  the  selectmen,  in  such  manner  as  to  preserve, 
as  nearly  as  might  be,  an  equal  number  of  inhabitants  in 
each  ward.  By  the  Act  of  1850,  ch.  167,  this  last  provision 
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was  altered,  to  the  effect,  that  the  division  into  wards  was  to 
be  so  made  as  to  include  an  equal  number  of  legal  voters  in 
each  ward.  Accordingly,  the  last  division  of  wards  (June  24, 
1850)  was  made  on  the  basis  of  the  legal  voters.  In  the  pro¬ 
posed  new  charter,  the  same  basis  is  preserved,  and  the  sec¬ 
tion  also  provides  that  the  present  division  shall  continue 
until  1860,  and  after  that  time  it  maybe  changed  not  oftener 
than  once  in  ten  years. 

Sect.  4.  This  section  is  new.  It  is  partly  adopted  from 
the  amendments  proposed  in  1841,  and  contemplates  three 
objects. 

1.  To  make  one  general  provision  as  to  the  time  of  hold¬ 
ing  the  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  city  officers,  instead 
of  repeating  it  in  providing  for  the  choice  of  each  officer  as 
is  the  case  in  the  present  charter. 

2.  To  incorporate  into  the  charter  the  plurality  principle 
in  accordance  with  the  recent  Act  of  the  legislature. 

3.  This  section  also  provides  that  voters  are  to  vote  in 
wards  in  which  they  reside ,  and  settles  a  question  which  has 
sometimes  been  raised,  whether  if  a  person  moves  from  one 
ward  to  another,  he  can  vote  in  the  ward  he  moved  from,  be¬ 
cause  his  name  is  on  the  list  of  that  ward.  It  has  sometimes 
been  the  practice  to  allow  such  votes,  although  it  would 
seem  not  to  be  legal  even  under  the  present  charter,  but  it 
seems  more  proper  that  every  citizen  should  vote  where  he 
resides  at  the  time  he  gives  his  vote ,  and  when  he  moves 
from  one  ward  to  another,  he  should  see  to  it  that  his  name 
is  placed  on  the  list  of  voters  in  the  ward  in  which  he  moves. 
This  is  obviously  more  proper,  than  that  a  citizen  should 
vote  for  ward  and  city  officers  in  a  ward  in  which  he  does 
not  reside,  and  this  section  is  so  framed  as  to  leave  no  doubt 
on  the  point. 

Sect.  5.  This  is  new,  and  the  object  is  to  make  one 
general  provision  respecting  notice  to  the  officers  chosen  at 
the  annual  election  instead  of  repeating  this  requirement  in 
several  different  places.  The  present  charter  does  not  provide 
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for  notice  in  writing  to  all  the  officers  who  may  be  chosen, 
which  the  committee  think  should  be  done. 

Sect.  6.  This  provision  is  not  in  the  present  charter,  but 
is  in  accordance  with  the  statute  of  1824,  ch.  49,  §  2. 

Sect.  7  and  8.  These  are  ‘taken  substantially  from  sec¬ 
tion  3,  of  the  present  charter.  (Ordinances,  p.  454.) 

Sect  9.  This  section  is  new,  and  authorizes  an  adjourn¬ 
ment  to  fill  vacancies  in  ward  offices. 

Sect.  10.  By  the  present  charter,  section  3,  (Ordinances, 
p.  454,)  it  is  provided  that  in  case  of  absence  of  a  warden  at 
the  annual  meeting,  a  warden  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by 
ballot.  In  case  of  his  absence  at  any  other  meeting,  a 
warden  pro  tempore  may  be  chosen  by  hand  vote.  The 
Act  of  1845,  ch.  217,  sect.  3,  provided  that  in  case  of  the 
absence  of  any  ward  officer  at  any  meeting,  the  vacancy 
might  be  filled  pro  tempore  by  hand  vote.  A  question  has 
been  sometimes  made,  whether  this  would  include  the  war¬ 
den.  The  section  proposed  makes  this  clear. 

Sect.  11.  This  is  altered  from  the  present  charter  which 
specifies  the  duties  of  warden.  It  has  been  deemed  better  to 
give  the  warden  all  the  powers  of  moderators  of  town  meet¬ 
ings  which  are  clearly  defined  in  the  Revised  Statutes, 
ch.  15,  <§><§>  28,  29,  30,  and  may  be  placed  in  a  note  at  the 
end  of  this  section  when  it  is  printed  in  the  volume  of  City 
Ordinances.  The  section  also  provides  who  shall  preside  in 
the  absence  of  warden  and  clerk. 

Sect.  12  is  taken  from  section  3  of  the  present  charter. 

Sect.  13.  This  is  from  section  3  of  present  charter,  with 
a  slight  alteration. 

Sect.  14.  This  is  taken  from  the  Act  of  1845  ch.  217 
sect.  3.  ’  ’  ’ 
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Sect.  16.  This  is  taken  from  section  5  of  the  present 
charter,  but  provides  for  the  case  where  a  mayor  elect  re- 
fuses  to  accept  the  office ,  which  is  provided  for  by  Act  of 
1830,  ch.  7,  <§>  2. 

Sect.  17.  This  is  the  first  section  of  the  Act  of  1830, 
ch.  7. 

Sect.  18,  This  is  the  first  section  of  the  Act  of  1845, 
ch.  217. 

Sect.  19.  This  section  provides  for  the  choice  of  twelve 
aldermen  by  general  ticket ,  as  they  are  now  chosen.  But 
an  additional  Act  is  to  be  submitted  to  the  people  at  the 
same  time  with  the  proposed  charter,  and  if  a  majority  so 
vote,  an  alderman  will  hereafter  be  chosen  in  each  ward. 

This  section  is  substantially  like  the  present  charter,  with 
an  addition  of  four  to  the  number  of  aldermen.  Whatever 
may  be  the  differences  of  opinion  respecting  the  propriety  or 
expediency  of  choosing  the  aldermen  in  the  wards,  there 
seems  to  be  a  general,  if  not  an  universal  impression,  that  the 
number  of  the  board  of  aldermen  should  be  considerably  in¬ 
creased.  Since  the  adoption  of  the  first  charter,  the  business 
coming  before  that  board  has  more  than  quadrupled,  and  it  is 
likely  to  be  impossible  to  persuade  suitable  men  to  accept 
the  place,  unless  the  labors  are  to  be  more  divided.  If  the 
number  is  to  be  increased  at  all,  twelve  would  seem  to  be 
the  most  suitable  number,  thus  enabling  the  citizens,  it  they 
choose,  to  elect  one  member  from  each  ward.  As  before 
remarked,  by  another  act  which  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
citizens  at  the  same  time  with  this,  it  is  provided  that  the 
inhabitants  of  each  ward  may  elect  one  alderman  in  each 
ward,  and  the  twelve  persons  so  elected  will  constitute  the 
board  of  aldermen.  Some  remarks  on  the  proposed  new  Act, 
will  be  found  at  the  end  of  these  notes. 

Sect.  20.  This  is  a  portion  of  section  7  of  the  present 
charter,  with  some  verbal  alterations. 
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Sects.  21  and  22.  These  sections  are  adopted  from  the 
revision  proposed  in  1841,  with  some  alterations,  and  we 
cannot  do  better  than  to  adopt,  in  part,  the  language  of  the 
committee  who  made  that  revision  in  defence  of  the  propos¬ 
ed  changes. 

The  present  provision,  as  to  the  election  of  common  . 
councilmen,  has  been  found  to  be  very  imperfect,  and  its 
phraseology  of  doubtful  meaning.  Much  difficulty  has  arisen 
in  acting  under  it,  and  it  is  believed  that  all  the  contested 
elections,  since  the  establishment  of  the  city,  have  been 
caused  by  the  loose  language,  admitting  of  various  con¬ 
structions,  employed  in  this  section.  It  also  omits  to  meet 
many  important  contingencies. 

Its  defects  have  been  found  in  practice,  to  be  the  fol¬ 
lowing  : — 

1.  It  leaves  it  uncertain  in  what  mode  adjournments 
shall  be  had. 

2.  It  does  not  distinctly  provide  how  many  adjournments 
may  be  had,  whether  only  one,  or  more. 

3.  While  it  fixes  a  limit  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  on 
one  side,  that  it  shall  not  exceed  three  days ,  it  establishes 
none  on  the  other,  as  to  the  shortest  period,  to  which  an 
adjournment  may  be  had. 

4.  It  makes  no  provision,  as  to  the  time  which  the  polls 
shall  be  kept  open,  at  any  adjourned  meeting. 

5.  It  does  not  provide  for  the  contingency  of  not  com¬ 
pleting  the  election  of  common  councilmen,  at  the  close  of 
the  official  existence  of  the  Board  that  issues  the  warrant, 
which,  as  the  elections  commence  in  December,  may  some¬ 
times  occur. 

6.  It  omits  to  provide  for  filling  such  vacancies  in  the 
common  council,  as  may  occur  during  the  year,  from  death, 
or  resignation. 

7.  No  provision  is  made  for  giving  notice  to  the  citizens 
of  the  adjournments  that  may  be  had. 

To  remove  these  doubts  and  difficulties,  and  to  make  the 
whole  matter  distinct  and  definite,  the  proposed  amendment 
provides,  in  case  of  a  failure  to  elect  the  whole  number  of 
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common  councilmen  at  the  first  meeting, — following  the 
order  observed  in  naming  the  objections  to  the  present  pro¬ 
visions, — 

1.  That  the  meeting  11  shall  be  adjourned  by  the  presiding 
officer — thereby  making  it  his  peremptory  duty  to  declare 
such  meeting  adjourned,  without  the  necessity  of  taking  any 
vote  upon  the  subject. 

2.  That  adjournments  shall  positively  continue  to  be  had 
until  the  whole  number  shall  be  chosen,  and  this  not  only 
through  the  month  of  December,  when  the  elections  begin, 
but  through  the  whole  of  the  succeeding  year,  if  necessary. 

3.  That  such  adjournments  shall  always  be  to  a  period 
‘  not  less  than  twenty-four ,  nor  more  than  seventy-two  hours 
distant  from  the  hour  when  the  polls  were  opened  at  the  first 
balloting — thereby,  on  the  one  hand,  preventing  such 
short  adjournments,  as  would  be  inconsistent  with  fair  notice 
to  the  citizens  interested,  and  with  their  having  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  vote, — and  on  the  other,  forbidding  such  long  or 
indefinite  adjournments,  as  would  amount  to  depriving  any 
ward  of  its  proper  representation  in  the  council.  It  will 
be  observed,  that  while  the  adjournments  are  peremptorily 
ordered  to  be  made  by  the  presiding  officer,  without  taking 
any  vote, — yet  that  the  time  of  the  adjournments,  within  the 
abovenamed  limits,  is  ‘  to  be  determined  by  the  warden  with 
the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the  inspectors  who  may  be  pres¬ 
ent  when  such  adjournment  is  had.'  So  that  while  no  vote 
of  the  citizens  is  to  be  taken  as  to  whether  an  adjournment 
shall  be  had  or  not — which  would  be  wholly  useless,  where 
an  adjournment  is  positively  directed, — yet  that  as  to  the  time 
of  adjournment,  within  the  prescribed  limits,  a  discretion  is  left 
with  the  warden  and  inspectors. 

4.  That  at  every  adjourned  meeting,  1 the  polls  shall  be 
kept  open  the  same  number  of  hours}  as  were  required  by  the 
original  warrant.  This  provision  prevents  the  voters  from 
suddenly  closing  the  polls,  and  thereby  depriving  others  of 
their  votes. 

It  may  be  thought  to  be  unnecessary  to  provide  too  partic¬ 
ularly  for  cases  of  non-elections  since  the  plurality  principle 
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to  elect  sometimes  occur  under  this  system,  and  it  is  better  to 
be  over  cautious,  than  to  omit  to  provide  for  cases  which 
may  occur. 

Sect.  23.  This  section  is  partly  taken  from  the  proposed 
revision  of  1841,  but  with  an  important  alteration.  That 
revision  proposed,  in  case  there  were  vacancies  in  the  com¬ 
mon  council,  when  the  new  government  was  organized,  that 
the  new  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen  should  order  a  new 
election  on  the  returns  of  the  ward  officers.  The  present 
section  provides  that  the  city  clerk  shall  send  the  returns  to 
the  common  council,  and  this  body  may  then  declare  a 
vacancy,  and  thereupon  the  board  of  aldermen  may  order  a 
new  election.  As  the  common  council,  by  the  next  section 
(sect.  24)  are  to  be  the  judges  of  the  elections  of  their  own 
members,  they  ought  to  have  the  sole  power  of  ascertaining 
and  declaring  vacancies ,  which  is  an  important  part  of  this 
power.  Another  section  (sect.  25)  provides  for  vacancies  in 
the  common  council,  &c.  This  section  only  provides  for 
the  information  to  be  sent  to  the  council,  on  which  they 
may  act. 

Sect.  24.  The  present  charter  makes  the  common  coun¬ 
cil  judges  of  the  election  of  its  own  members,  but  does  not 
give  this  power  to  the  school  committee  or  the  board  of 
aldermen.  There  seems  to  be  no  reason  why  these  boards 
should  not  have  this  power  as  well  as  the  school  committee. 

Sect.  25.  This  is  taken  partly  from  the  Act  of  1845, 
ch.  217,  <§>  2.  (See  p.  9  of  city  ordinances).  But  with  an 
important  addition  at  the  end,  namely,  “  But  in  case  of 
vacancies  in  the  common  council  and  the  school  committee, 
such  warrant  shall  not  be  issued,  until  the  board  of  aldermen 
receive  official  information  thereof.”  As  questions  have 
arisen  on  this  point,  it  is  thought  best  to  render  the  matter 
certain. 

Sect.  26.  This  is  taken  from  Act  of  1845,  ch.  217,  §  5, 
with  a  slight  alteration. 
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Sect.  27.  From  the  present  charter,  section  9,  (p.  458  of 
city  ordinances),  with  a  slight  alteration. 

Sect.  28.  This  is  taken  from  Act  of  1830,  ch.  7,  §  2, 
with  some  alterations. 

Sect.  29.  This  section  is  new. 

Sect.  30.  This  has  some  alterations  from  the  present 
charter.  (1)  It  provides  that  the  clerk  shall  be  chosen  in 
January.  (2)  It  provides  for  his  removal  by  the  board  of 
aldermen,  “  the  mayor  thereto  consenting,”  instead  of  pro¬ 
viding  for  his  removal  by  the  “mayor  and  aldermen.”  This 
last  alteration  is  necessary  if,  as  proposed,  the  mayor  and 
aldermen  are  not  hereafter  to  constitute  one  board. 

Sects.  31  and  32.  These  sections  are  new,  and  provide 
for  the  cases  of  temporary  absence  of  city  clerk,  and  for  any 
vacancy  in  the  office. 

Sect.  33.  This  is  taken  substantially  from  the  present 
charter,  section  13,  (p.  461  of  city  ordinances)  with  important 
alterations.  (1)  The  powers  vested  in  the  mayor  and  aider- 
men  by  the  present  charter,  and  by  this  section  vested  in  the 
board  of  aldermen.  This  is  necessary  if,  as  proposed,  the 
mayor  is  to  have  a  veto  power.  (2)  In  addition  to  these 
powers,  there  are  also  vested  in  the  board ,  u  all  the  powers 
subsequently  vested  in  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  the  city.” 
(3)  Their  meetings  are  to  be  public.  The  present  charter, 
section  11,  (city  ordinances,  p.  460,)  provides  that  meetings 
of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  be  public,  “  when  they  are 
not  engaged  in  executive  business.”  What  is  the  meaning 
of  this  term  “  executive  business  ?  ”  Why  should  not  their 
meetings  be  always  public?  (4)  The  section  contains  a  pro¬ 
vision  that  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  As  to  the 
requisite  number  of  this  board,  the  present  charter  is  silent, 
although  provision  is  made  for  the  common  council.  (5) 
The  mayor  if  present  is  to  preside,  but  without  a  vote.  The 
proposition  was  first  contemplated,  of  separating  the  mayor 
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entirely  from  this  board,  but  on  reflection  it  was  thought  that 
he  had  better  have  the  power  to  preside  if  he  chooses  to  do 
so.  And  that  he  never  shall  be  present  except  as  presiding 
officer. 

Sect.  34.  This  is  substantially  the  same  as  section  llf 
(p.  459  of  city  ordinances)  of  the  present  charter,  except  that 
the  provision  respecting  the  sittings  of  the  mayor  and  aider- 
men  is  omitted,  the  same  being  inserted  at  the  end  of  section 
33  of  the  proposed  charter. 

Sect.  35.  This  corresponds  substantially  with  section  15 
of  the  present  charter,  (p.  462  of  city  ordinances,)  with  such 
alterations  as  seem  necessary.  Thus,  it  seems  proper  to  vest 
in  the  city  council,  not  only  all  the  “  powers  vested  in  the 
town  or  in  the  inhabitants  thereof,  as  a  municipal  corpora¬ 
tion,”  but  also,  all  the  powers  now  vested  in  the  city  council , 
inasmuch  as  numerous  grants  of  power  have  been  made  to 
the  city  council  since  the  first  charter  was  granted.  Another 
alteration  relates  to  by-laws.  In  the  present  charter,  the 
highest  penalty  which  can  be  annexed  to  the  breach  of  by¬ 
laws  is  $20.  In  the  proposed  section,  this  is  increased  to  $50. 

Sect.  36.  This  section  is  founded  in  part  on  a  portion  of 
the  15th  section  of  the  present  charter,  (p.  462  of  the  ordi¬ 
nances,)  and  in  part  on  the  Act  of  1822,  ch.  85,  and  requires 
some  explanation.  By  the  Revised  Statutes,  ch.  14,  sec,  34, 
it  is  provided  that  in  the  assessment  of  county  taxes  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  the  town  of  Chelsea  should  not  be  taxed 
for  county  purposes.  By  the  city  charter  as  it  was  first  enact¬ 
ed,  section  15,  (see  p.  463  of  the  ordinances)  the  city  was 
allowed  to  assess  county  taxes,  “  whenever  the  city  should 
alone  compose  one  county.”  In  1822,  ch.  85,  (ordinances, 
p.  470,)  the  city  council  were  allowed  to  assess  county  taxes, 
“  so  long  as  the  town  of  Chelsea  shall  continue  not  to  be  lia¬ 
ble  for  taxation  for  county  purposes.”  This  is  the  present 
law ;  but  as  Chelsea  has  been  divided  into  several  towns 
within  a  few  years,  a  different  phraseology  should  be  used 
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unless  a  change  is  to  be  made.  The  proposed  section  there¬ 
for,  reads  thus :  “  so  long  as  other  towns  in  the  county  shall 
not  be  liable  to  taxation  for  county  purposes.” 

Sect.  37.  This  is  a  copy  of  a  portion  of  the  present 
charter,  section  15,  (ordinances,  p.  462.) 

Sects.  38  and  39.  These  sections  are  taken  from  the 
present  charter,  section  16,  (ordinances,  p.  463.) 

Sect.  40.  This  section  is  taken  from  the  present  charter, 
section  17,  (ordinances,  p.  464,)  and  from  the  first  and  second 
sections  of  the  Act  of  1849,  ch.  211. 

Sect.  41.  This  section  proposes  a  change  in  the  Act  of 
1823,  ch.  2,  which  authorized  the  city  council  to  choose  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  surveyors  of  highways,  “  if  they  see  fit.” 
In  point  of  fact,  they  always  have  “  seen  fit  ”  to  do  this,  and 
always  have  done  it.  It  is  therefore  proposed  to  make  that 
the  law ,  which  always  has  been  the  practice ,  and  the  present 
provision  is,  that  the  mayor  and  aldermen  shall  be  surveyors 
of  highways. 

Sect.  42.  This  section  is  similar  to  section  18  of  the 
present  charter,  (ordinances  p.  464,)  but  as  the  Revised  Stat¬ 
utes.  ch.  14,  sect.  47,  provide  that  the  city  treasurer  of  Boston 
shall  also  be  county  treasurer,  this  is  incorporated  into  the 
present  section.  The  present  section  also  fixes  the  time  of 
election  in  the  month  of  May. 

Sect.  43.  This  section  is  founded  on  the  present  charter, 
sections  21  and  22,  (ordinances  p.  465,)  and  the  Act  of  1851, 
ch.  70.  The  21st  section  of  the  charter  provides  that  no 
member  of  the  city  council  shall  be  eligible  to  an  office  the 
salary  of  which  is  payable  out  of  the  city  treasury.  Section 
22,  provides  that  no  member  of  the  city  council  shall  at  the 
same  time  hold  any  other  office  under  the  city  council.  As 
it  was  found  desirable  to  have  members  of  the  two  branches 
on  some  of  the  boards  who  have  the  charge  of  the  water 
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works,  the  lunatic  hospital,  &c.,  the  Act  of  1851,  ch.  70, 
was  obtained  by  which  it  was  provided  that  members  of  city 
councils  might  hold  other  offices,  provided  they  were  not  of¬ 
fices  of  emolument.  The  present  section  is  a  revision  of  all 
these  provisions. 

Sect.  44.  This  section  is  founded  on  the  present  charter 
sect.  22,  (ordinances,  p.  465,)  and  the  Act  of  1831,  ch.  38, 
(ordinances  p.  473.) 

Sect.  45.  This  section  is  substantially  like  the  first  part 
of  section  12  (ordinances  p.  460)  of  the  present  charter,  with 
an  addition  respecting  the  mayor’s  salary,  and  providing  that 
when  once  fixed  it  shall  continue  until  duly  changed.  There 
is  also  a  slight  change  of  phraseology,  so  as  to  make  it  clear 
that  the  salary  of  the  mayor  is  to  be  fixed  “  in  convention.” 

Sect.  46.  This  is  substantially  like  the  remainder  of 
section  12  of  the  present  charter,  but  provides  that  when 
extra  meetings  of  the  board  are  called  by  the  mayor,  he  shall 
cause  the  members  to  be  notified  in  writing. 

Sect.  47.  This  section  is  new,  and  provides  for  a  veto 
power  in  the  mayor.  The  committee  do  not  deem  it  neces¬ 
sary  to  go  into  a  defence  of  the  principle ,  in  this  connection  ; 
but  if  a  veto  is  to  be  given,  they  consider  this  the  proper 
form  in  which  it  should  be  provided!y4or. 

Sect.  48.  This  is  new,  and  is  necessary,  if  the  mayor  is 
to  have  powers  distinct  from  the  aldermen.  By  the  present 
charter  the  mayor  and  aldermen  compose  one  board ,  and 
numerous  powers  are  given  this  board  by  many  Acts  of 
general  legislation.  If  the  mayor  and  aldermen  are  hereafter 
to  act  in  separate  capacities,  there  should  of  course  be  some 
provision  for  the  manner  in  which  the  powers  are  to  be 
exercised  which  have  been  heretofore  given  to  them  consid¬ 
ered  as  one  board. 
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Sect.  49.  This  section  is  new,  but  is  substantially  like 
section  21  of  the  present  charter.  (Ordinances  p.  465.)  In 
its  present  form  it  is  more  conformable  to  the  new  provision 
for  a  veto  power  in  the  mayor.  It  also  provides  that  the 
mayor  may  remove  any  officers  appointed  by  the  mayor  and 
aldermen. 

Sect.  50.  A  portion  of  section  5  of  the  city  charter, 
being  the  concluding  sentence  (ordinances  p.  456,)  is  incor¬ 
porated  in  this  section,  but  it  proposes  some  important 
changes.  (1)  It  authorises  the  mayor  to  resign  his  office, 
which  the  present  charter  does  not  permit.  (2)  It  provides 
for  vacancies  from  any  cause.  (3)  It  provides  that  a 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  citizens  if  a  vote  shall  be 
passed  by  the  city  council  declaring  this  to  be  expedient. 
In  the  present  charter  there  is  some  uncertainty  on  this 
point.  It  authorises  the  city  council  to  choose  a  mayor 
“  until  such  occasion  shall  be  removed,  or  until  a  new 
election,”  but  it  does  not  provide  that  a  new  election  shall 
be  held.  By  the  proposed  charter,  provision  is  made  for  a 
permanent  chairman  of  the  board  of  aldermen,  who  will  per¬ 
form  the  duties  of  mayor  during  a  vacancy  ;  so  there  will  be 
no  need  of  choosing  a  temporary  mayor;  and  a  new  election 
can  be  ordered  as  soon  as  the  city  council  declare  it  to  be 
expedient. 

Sect.  51.  This  is  section  20  of  the  present  charter.  (Or¬ 
dinances  p.  465.) 

Sect.  52.  This  is  a  part  of  section  19  of  the  present 
charter.  (Ordinances  p.  464.)  The  first  part  of  that  section 
relating  to  firewards,  was  repealed  by  Act  of  1850,  ch.  262. 
(Ordinances  p.  126.) 

Sect.  53.  By  the  city  charter  as  originally  passed,  the 
school  committee  consisted  of  one  person  chosen  from  each 
ward,  and  the  board  of  mayor  and  aldermen.  (See  ordinan¬ 
ces  p.  465.)  By  statute  of  1835,  ch.  128,  it  was  provided 
that  the  school  committee  should  consist  of  the  mayor, 


41 


the  president  of  the  common  council,  and  two  persons  to 
be  chosen  in  each  ward.  This  act  was  accepted  by  the 
citizens,  April  29,  1835,  (see  city  records  of  that  date)  and 
has  been  the  law  ever  since. 

Sect.  54.  This  section  proposes  a  change  in  the  manner 
of  electing  the  school  committee,  and  increases  the  number 
to  seventy-two.  It  provides  that  this  whole  number  shall  be 
chosen  at  first,  six  from  each  ward.  In  every  subsequent 
year,  one  third  of  the  number  is  to  be  chosen  fresh  from  the 
people ;  so  that,  after  the  system  goes  into  full  operation, 
members  of  the  committee  will  hold  office  three  years,  and 
one  third  will  be  chosen  annually.  This  is  a  subject  upon 
which  public  opinion  is  somewhat  divided,  and  it  is  thought 
to  be  sufficient  here  to  state  the  nature  of  the  proposed 
change,  without  offering  any  argument  for  or  against  it. 

Sect.  55.  This  section  is  new,  and  provides  for  the  time 
when  the  school  committee  shall  organize.  It  is  fixed  for 
the  second  Monday  in  January,  as  the  city  government 
organize  on  the  first  Monday,  and  it  seems  expedient  that 
the  organization  of  the  school  committee  should  be  a  little 
later.  The  section  also  authorizes  the  school  committee  to 
appoint  a  secretary  and  to  fix  his  salary,  as,  in  point  of  fact, 
they  have  done  for  many  years.  They  are  also  authorized 
by  it,  to  appoint  such  subordinate  officers  as  they  may  deem 
expedient,  and  to  define  their  duties  and  fix  their  salaries. 

Sect.  56.  By  the  present  charter  the  school  committee 
have  the  care  and  superintendence  of  the  public  schools. 
By  an  ordinance  passed  in  1822,  (Ordinances,  p.  350,)  soon 
after  the  adoption  of  the  present  City  Charter,  and  which 
has  been  in  force  ever  since,  the  school  committee  were  au¬ 
thorized  to  elect  the  instructors  of  the  schools  and  to  remove 
them.  The  same  ordinance  authorizes  them  to  fix  the  sala¬ 
ries.  But  by  an  ordinance  passed  in  1830,  (Ordinances, 
p.  350,)  the  school  committee  were  required  to  fix  the  sala¬ 
ries  so  “  that  in  no  case  shall  the  aggregate  amount  of  all 
said  salaries  exceed  the  whole  sum  which  shall  have  been  so 
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appropriated  by  the  City  Council.”  By  the  proposed  charter, 
the  school  committee  may  elect  and  remove  the  masters  and 
generally  have  the  same  powers  which  the  selectmen  of 
towns  and  school  committees  have  by  the  general  laws  of 
the  commonwealth. 

Sect.  57.  This  section  is  taken  from  the  present  charter, 
sect.  8.  (Ordinances,  p.  458.) 

Sect.  58.  This  section  is  like  sect.  24  (Ordinances,  p. 
467)  of  the  present  charter,  with  two  exceptions.  (1.)  The 
duty  of  preparing  lists  of  voters  is  imposed  on  the  “  board  of 
aldermen”  instead  of  the  “  mayor  and  aldermen.”  (2.)  The 
following  words  are  added  to  the  section  ;  “  and  the  city 
council  shall  have  authority  to  establish  such  rules  and  regu¬ 
lations,  as  to  making  out,  publishing  and  using  such  lists  of 
qualified  voters,  as  they  shall  deem  proper,  not  inconsistent 
with  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  commonwealth.” 

This  was  proposed  in  the  revision  of  1841,  and  the  object 
was  stated  to  be  to  give  the  city  council  power,  from  time  to 
time,  as  experience  shall  suggest,  to  make  such  provisions,  as 
shall  best  secure  the  greatest  accuracy  in  this  important  mat¬ 
ter,  without  being  obliged  to  trouble  the  legislature  upon- 
the  subject. 

Sect.  59.  This  important  section  is  founded  on  the  pres¬ 
ent  charter,  sect.  23,  (Ordinances,  p.  465) ;  upon  the  statute 
of  1844,  ch.  167,  sect.  1 ;  upon  the  Revised  Statutes,  ch.  5, 
<§><§>  1  and  11 ;  and  ch.  6,  <§>$  6,  18  and  9.  The  section  has 
been  drawn  with  care,  and  is  believed  to  incorporate  all  the 
necessary  provisions  of  law  on  the  subject. 

Sect.  60.  This  section  is  similar  to  sect.  25  of  the  present 
charter.  (Ordinances,  p.  468.)  The  proposed  section  con¬ 
tains  a  provision,  not  in  the  present  charter,  that,  at  meetings 
of  the  citizens  the  mayor,  if  present,  shall  preside,  and  the 
city  clerk  shall  act  as  clerk  of  the  meeting.  Such  has  been 
the  custom,  but  there  is  at  present  no  law  requiring  it. 
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Sect.  61.  This  is  like  sect.  26  of  the  present  charter. 
(Ordinances,  p.  17.) 

Sect.  62.  Similar  to  sect.  30  of  the  present  charter. 

Sects.  63,  64,  65,  are  new,  but  are  considered  necessary 
and  proper. 


The  Act  in  addition  to  an  Act  to  revise  the  city  charter 
consists  of  two  sections.  The  first  provides  for  the  election 
of  an  alderman  in  each  ward,  and  the  twelve  so  elected  will 
constitute  the  board  of  aldermen.  The  proposed  charter 
provides  (in  section  19)  for  the  election  of  twelve  aldermen 
b y  general  ticket.  The  question  is  to  be  submitted  to  the 
people,  whether  they  will  have  the  aldermen  chosen  by  gen¬ 
eral  ticket,  or  in  the  wards.  Those  who  desire  to  have  them 
chosen  by  general  ticket,  will  vote  for  the  proposed  charter, 
and  against  the  “Act  in  addition.”  Those  who  desire  to 
have  the  aldermen  chosen  in  the  wards,  will  vote  for  both 
acts,  because  it  is  provided  in  the  second  section  of  the 
“Act  in  addition,”  that  if  both  are  accepted,  the  latter  takes 
the  place  of  section  19  of  the  “Act  to  amend.”  It  is  im¬ 
portant  to  bear  in  mind  that  those  who  desire  to  have  the 
aldermen  chosen  in  wards,  cannot  accomplish  this  unless 
both  acts  are  accepted.  Each  of  them  provides  for  twelve 
aldermen — one  that  they  shall  be  chosen  in  wards,  and  the 
other  that  they  shall  be  chosen  by  general  ticket. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
aldermen  will  be  the  same,  whether  chosen  in  the  wards  or 
by  general  ticket. 


